
 

PRAYER PARADE 

Wednesday September 5 
@ 8:35am 
Class 1J 

Antonio Centre 
   
 

CLASS MASS  

Thursday September 6 
Class Mass  

Class 4J 
9am  

St Anthony’s Church 
 

SPORT/DEBATING 

ETC PHOTOS  

Tuesday September 11 
Kirby Studio Photography 

will be taking various group 
photos of students on our 

school magazine.  
 

Students may be required to 
wear different uniforms in 

certain group photos.   
Please refer to page 2  

of this newsletter 
 

 
 

SAMSUNG CUP 

NETBALL  

Saturday September 15 
 
 

GRANDPARENTS 

DAY 

Wednesday  
September 19 

8:35am to 10am 
 

 

  September 4 2018     

FATHER’S DAY BREAKFAST 
Thank you to everyone for making our Father’s Day Breakfast a great success !! 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STAFF NEWS 

I would like to communicate some staffing news regarding Ruth McAtamney.  Ruth will be 
finishing up at St Anthony’s at the end of this term to take on a new adventure (working and 
volunteering) in Uganda, Africa.  Ruth will be meeting up with Mrs Paula Carroll while in 
Uganda and will be working and volunteering with local schools and organisations in the 
local area.  This is a huge step and courageous one and I congratulate her on this brave 
decision.  Ruth has been an amazing staff member and teacher at St Anthony’s and we are 
incredibly grateful for all she has done working with the students in her class and students 
across various other extracurricular activities.   Ruth’s last day at St Anthony’s will be 
Wednesday 19th September.   

We are currently in the process of organizing Ruth’s replacement for Term 4.  I am sure you 
will join me in congratulating and thanking Ruth.     
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SPORT/DEBATING ETC PHOTOS - TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 11  

Kirby Studio Photography will be taking various group photos of students on Tuesday September 11 for our 
school magazine. Students may be required to wear different uniforms in certain group photos.   

If your child is in various groups (ie Choir and Netball) please send them with both their formal and sports 
uniforms on the day.    

 

Uniforms required for different photo groups: Junior Singers, Choir, Band, Tech Group, Stage Crew, Debating, Qld 
Japanese Speakers, ICAS Science, Maths, English and Technology need to wear their FORMAL UNIFORMS.  Sporting 
groups are required to wear their SPORTS UNIFORM.   Met East, Bayside or Qld Rep teams, please bring your rep 
uniforms.  
 

 
 

CLASS FORMATIONS 2019 
I invite parents/guardians should they wish to, to write a letter addressed and in an envelope to The Principal, in relation to 
their child’s class placement in 2019.  I would ask that these letters be sent in as a hard copy (as some emails tend to be 
blocked by our junkmail software). These letters must include seriously considered reasons for placement 
consideration.  These reasons may include educational, relational (friendships) or emotional concerns.  Please understand that 
this is not an avenue to state teacher preference as it is not known which teachers will be teaching particular grade levels next 
year.  This is one stage of a process which involves teachers, support staff and school leadership.  Parents/guardians need to 
consider that this is a very important and complex task and therefore one that staff approach with care and 
professionalism.  All letters need to be addressed to The Principal.  For 2019, it is the intention to have single year level 
classes from Prep to Yr 6 with 3 classes per year level.  Classes will be formed before the end of Term 4 and students will be 
notified of their class and teacher during the last week of Term 4.   

While consideration will be given to requests, the final decision will be made by the school and will remain fixed and 
unchanged.  This is consistent with the process implemented since 2011 and I ask families to appreciate the high level of 
consideration and time that is dedicated to this task and respect and accept the final decision.  The opportunity for families to 
write this letter will close at the end of this first week of Term 4 (Friday 12th October). 

 

                         GRANDPARENT’S DAY 
On Wednesday 19th September, we will be inviting all Grandparents (and any other extended family 
members) to attend our Grandparent’s Day celebrations.  The morning will begin with a special Prayer 
Parade in the Antonio Centre beginning at 8:35am.  Following the prayer parade Grandparents will be 
invited and welcome to move to their grandchildren’s classes for a visit.  Following the class visit, the 
grandchildren will then walk their grandparents back to the Antonio Centre (at 9:30am) where our 
Choir will perform for them and a morning tea will also be provided and available for them during this 
performance.  We expect the morning to conclude around 10am.   

 

 

 

                               
                        

 

              Martyn Savage - Principal  
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APA NEWS - Mr Scott Murphy  
Dealing with Video Game Crazes: I am confident that you are aware of the seemingly unprecedented obsession with the new online 
game Fortnite.  Not since Pokémon Go has something seemed to take the world by storm, leaving parents wondering when it will ever 
stop. The answer is probably that it will stop when the next big thing comes along.  These fads may well be a modern-day version of the 
Rubik’s Cube or swap cards, though of course the effects of the obsession can be much more pervasive. If Fortnite is the latest craze to 
hit your household, or you are being nagged and cajoled to let them have the game “that everyone else is playing”, then here are a few 
things you should know: 

 It is violent. The aim of the game is to be the last person standing, and in order to do that you must kill all the other players.  
However, the violence is portrayed as less real and almost cartoonish. There is no blood and gore as such, and so the violence is 
not comparable to that portrayed in other games such as Call of Duty or Grand Theft Auto. 

 You can work in a team or on your own; working in a team can develop some effective teamwork skills. 

 You can chat to team members but also random strangers who make up the remainder of the 100 players who are playing at the 
time. 

 You can turn the chat function off by going to the settings and clicking on Audio options.  This limits chatting to a player’s 
friends or team members. 

 Kids will be very loud playing this game so there is little chance of them playing it behind your back! 

 Each game goes for about 20 minutes, so it is an easy one to put time limits on by stipulating the number of games.  

 It is frequently described as addictive, so it is unlikely they will leave a game midway through. 
 

As with any new game, social network or fad, it is crucial that we familiarise ourselves with it.  Have a game with them, play around 
with the app or read about what the possible dangers may be so that you can have the right conversations and put the right boundaries in 
place.  By watching the game being played, you will have a far greater understanding of what your children are being exposed to and can 
then make decisions, based on our own values, about whether the game is appropriate for your child and whether you believe they are 
developmentally ready. 

Whilst there are certainly many areas of video gaming to be concerned about, it is also important to recognise that most video games can 
build skills and can also have social, emotional and cognitive benefits. 

Benefits of video games: Social and emotional effects: Playing video games after a challenging day at school can provide relaxation and 
stress release and is a great way for some kids to unwind.  Finding a place to fit in or belong may also be a benefit, particularly for those 
kids who don’t excel on the sporting field or who struggle in other social settings, etc.  A lot of group work is used in these games and 
thus skills in cooperation, leadership, group work and collaboration may also be enhanced. 

Physical benefits: Hand/eye coordination skills are developed as well as greater spatial awareness and recognition. 

Cognitive skills: Thinking and analysing skills are certainly being developed through game play, as are persistence and thinking outside 
the box. Trial and error is often required in order to find the way to the next level, survive with limited ammo or create a structure with 
varying materials. 

Now of course in order to enjoy these benefits parents need to ensure that gaming remains under control and that the games being played 
are at an appropriate level for their child. 

Things to keep in mind: Play a game with your child or watch someone else play if you are unsure if it is appropriate.  There are plenty 
of videos on YouTube of people playing games so that can be a good way of getting a feel for a game before you hand over the 
controller.  Many have also cited great benefits and bonding from playing these games with their kids. Young people often enjoy 
‘teaching’ their parents as well. Discuss any themes or concepts you are concerned about to see if your child has a grasp on the reality (or 
lack thereof) when it comes to certain games. Monitor how your individual child is coping with a game and the amount of time they are 
playing.  If their mood is changing, they are having a fight to come to the dinner table or they are staying up all night and neglecting 
other areas of their lives, then you will need to step in and make some changes. 

Remember it is your house and your rules.  But making these rules and boundaries from a place of knowledge and understanding makes 
them a lot easier to enforce. 

If a child is struggling with time limits, warnings may help, and you may wish to slowly reduce the time being played (rather than go 
cold turkey).  However, some parents have had success with giving their kids a total break from games when things were getting out of 
hand.  Others prefer to limit game playing to certain times of the day, once school work or household chores are completed or to 
weekends only. 

Always go to the settings area of any game or network as there you will find ways to make the experience as safe and positive as 
possible.  Minimising the number of people they have the ability to connect with and who can make contact with them is a good place to 
start. 

Remember that every child is different and so the effects that gaming has on each child will be different.  As parents we also have our 
own values and beliefs about what is important to us so be sure these are not being compromised.  The key to enjoying a positive 
experience with whatever game or craze comes your way is to ensure your child maintains control over their play, that they are playing 
safely and that they are still leaving plenty of time to do all of the many other things they need to experience on any given day. 

Well-renowned child and adolescent psychologist Dr Michael Carr-Gregg provides a great synopsis and advice here.  This clip was for a 
special report on the website; SchoolTV. 

             Have a great week,   Scott  
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APRE NEWS - Mrs Kellie Jacobsen 
 

Cunningham House 

This Sunday our students from Cunningham House will be leading the Saint Anthony’s Mass, which is held in our Church at 
9am. It is always wonderful to see many of our students and families participating in Mass. A note was emailed last week 
asking for assistance from students who would like to be involved in a job on the day, such as reading or bringing forward 
symbols.  All families are welcome to attend not just the Cunningham House families. Please bring a plate of morning tea to 
share after Mass. 

 

                                 Child Protection Week 

This week is child protection week. During this week we are reminded that child protection is 
everyone’s business and that the safety of each young person is critical. We believe that every 
child is made in the image and likeness of God and therefore we are committed to the safety, 
wellbeing and happiness of every child and young person. National Child Protection Week 
invites all Australians to play their part to promote the safety and wellbeing of children and 
young people, acknowledging that protecting children is everyone’s business.  

 

 

 

                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Fiver for a Farmer 

On Friday 14th September we will be holding a fundraiser for supporting farmers in drought. Children are asked to dress as a 
farmer and donate $5. There will be a special disco in the hall on the Friday for students to participate in.  

 

Date Claimers:   

Wednesday 5th September:  1J Prayer Parade 

Thursday 6th September: 4J Class Mass 

Sunday 9th September : Cunningham House Mass 9am 

 

 

             Have a great week! 

                      God Bless. 
 

               Kellie  
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LEARNING AND TEACHING NEWS - Mrs Olivia O’Donnell  
 

A Week in the Life of Year Six 
 

Emma, Lilly and Andrew – We are researching countries. We all have a topic to do and we will make a book at the end 
about the country. We will write about topics such as food, celebrations and customs.  

In English we are learning about Parvana and we will be writing the next chapter. In Maths we are doing number patterns 
and circumference, which is the area of a circle. 

 

Tia, Patrick, Shyla and Grace – In Maths we were doing memory on the calculator. You use the minus and plus to do 
complicated and elaborate sums. If you have multiple sums you can add to a sum or subtract from a sum, using brackets. 

In English we are learning to write a narrative and the next chapter that we write for Parvana needs to flow on from the 
book. 
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MERITS 
Prep J - Harrison P; Prep N - Angus G;  
1J - Jaden P;  1M - Isaac Mc & Coby R;  
2M - Jackson S & Kayla L; 2N - Keya L;  

3J - Molly G & Lily H; 3M - Louis B; 3N - Lydia B;  
4M - Kirra Mc & Izzy L & Harley A & Kaleigh Mc: 4J - Lilly N; 4N - Archer G & Blake S;  

5J - Christopher H; 5M - Alivia C; 5N - Oliver F;  
6M - Isaac G & Zeke C; 6N - Perrin G 

Cleanest Classroom - 2J 
 

 
LIBRARY NEWS - Mrs Anni Gold  

 

Thank you to all who supported out Book Fair –- it was wonderful to see so many parents and children sharing their joy and 
excitement for reading. The money that was raised will go to good use in continuing to develop the Library Collections.  

Special congratulations go to Silver (Prep), Ryan (Yr 2) and Abbey (Yr 6) as winners of this year’s Book Fair Raffle.  

Numbers for the Premier’s Reading Challenge, St Anthony’s Version are now being finalised. I am thrilled to announce that so 
far a total of 3677 books were read by 97 students. I look forward to next year when I am sure that even more students will 
participate. Final totals and the winning house will be announced at assembly very soon.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOL FEES  
Prompt payment of all outstanding school fees would be appreciated unless alternative arrangements have been made.   

 
 

Chec 

CHANGE OF HOURS FOR UNIFORM SHOP 
Please note the change of opening days for the uniform shop.  Till the end of this term the Uniform shop will now be closed 
on Mondays.  It will be open on Wednesday and Friday - 8am to 9:30am.  Thank you. 
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PARISH NEWS    

ANNUAL CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN, 2018 

Next weekend, our Parish is delighted to be supporting the Annual Catholic Campaign.  It is the one time a year that all the 
parishes in the Archdiocese come together to help vital works of our church and local community.  Although we have advertised 
the campaign in our parish newsletter over the last five weeks, we have not spoken much about it at our weekend Masses.  

In place of our homily during Masses next weekend, we will be watching a DVD of the Archbishop of Brisbane, Mark 
Coleridge as he preaches and encourages us to adequately participate in this year’s campaign. As with previous years, we will 
encourage parishioners who do not have much money on them at Masses and those who have not decided on their level of 
contribution, to go home with their envelopes and candidly return them with their contributions the next weekend.  

Funds raised will support ministries that directly impact this parish.  The Campaign supports training for future priests, caring 
for elderly priests when they are no longer able to serve our parish, helping families access Catholic education and caring for 
those suffering physically and emotionally in our  local community. 

Please, feel free to commit to long term or periodic giving if you are comfortable with it otherwise you can make a one off 
contribution. However, remember to indicate the name of our parish so that your offerings will be counted to the name of our 
parish. If you have any concerns regarding this campaign, feel free to contact our parish office.  

Finally, we thank Doug Miller for once again accepting to co-ordinate this year’s campaign in our Parish. 

God Bless,    Fr Emmanuel 

 

4J Class Mass: This Thursday 6th September we will be celebrating 9am Class Mass with 4J. Parents are welcome to attend. 
 

Congratulations - Pam Boyle: Super exciting news for the St Anthony's Parish and School - 2018 Division 8 Winner for our 
Inspiring Senior is Pam Boyle. Pam was nominated for this award by a member of St Anthony's School, who was very grateful 
for the hard work and commitment that Pam puts into the school Mass and reading to students every Thursday.  Pam has been 
involved and volunteering for St Anthony's and St Luke's Parish for the past 15 years.  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABSENTEE PHONE NUMBER  

3820 1200 (press 1)  
please state name of student, class and reason for absence 

 
 

SCHOOL AGE CARE - 0477 550 068 
 
 

ST ANTHONY’S KINDERGARTEN - 3824 5061 
 

UNIFORM SHOP - 3820 1247  
Wednesday and Friday 8:00am to 9:30am 

 


